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To build on — (applause) — thank you.  To build on our incredible economic success, one 

priority is paramount: reversing decades of calamitous trade policies.  So bad. 

We are now making it clear to China that, after years of targeting our industries and stealing 

our intellectual property, the theft of American jobs and wealth has come to an 

end.  (Applause.)  Therefore, we recently imposed tariffs on $250 billion of Chinese goods, 

and now our Treasury is receiving billions and billions of dollars. 

But I don’t blame China for taking advantage of us; I blame our leaders and representatives 

for allowing this travesty to happen.  I have great respect for President Xi, and we are now 

working on a new trade deal with China.  But it must include real, structural change to end 

unfair trade practices, reduce our chronic trade deficit, and protect American 

jobs.  (Applause.)  Thank you. 

Another historic trade blunder was the catastrophe known as NAFTA.  I have met the men 

and women of Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana, New Hampshire, and many other 

states whose dreams were shattered by the signing of NAFTA.  For years, politicians 

promised them they would renegotiate for a better deal, but no one ever tried, until now. 

Our new U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement, the USMCA, will replace NAFTA and deliver for 

American workers like they haven’t had delivered to for a long time.  I hope you can pass 

the USMCA into law so that we can bring back our manufacturing jobs in even greater 

numbers, expand American agriculture, protect intellectual property, and ensure that more 

cars are proudly stamped with our four beautiful words: “Made in the USA.”  (Applause.) 

Tonight, I am also asking you to pass the United States Reciprocal Trade Act, so that if 

another country places an unfair tariff on an American product, we can charge them the 

exact same tariff on the exact same product that they sell to us.  (Applause.) 


